Dental Extractions and Preservation of Space for Implant Placement in Molar Sites.
The clinician is often asked to remove a tooth and place an implant into the site. The implant must be placed with appropriate stability to allow for integration to occur, which requires bone presence. Bone is also necessary to allow for ideal implant positioning within the alveolus for functional and esthetic concerns. The purpose of this article is to discuss the changes in socket dimensions over time and how to promote space maintenance, with an algorithm for treatment based on evidence.